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Participatory cost-sharing restoration programme (i)
Farmers Heal the Land

Collaboration between farmers and a governmental institute on rangeland e35Jl: Rangarvellir, Rangarthing Ytra, lailw|

restoration and improved land management ] _

Aims / objectives: FHL is a governmental cost-sharing programme operated by the SCSI and ‘:Jb:h:jifls‘u wobaall ezl
run at national level. The FHL programme has been ongoing since 1990. It started as an )
experimental programme in Northeast Iceland, but couple of years later it was extended 1990 sl 2,
nationwide. It builds on voluntary participation of farmers who want to restore damaged T
rangelands in the lowland. The programme was established foremost to ease cooperation )
and strengthen social bonds between the SCSI and sheep farmers. Nevertheless, increased clio s sleaVl ainw
rangeland restoration and improved grazing management were also key targets underpinning el g9

the establishment of the FHL initiative, and formed the backbone of its prime policy. wlol/sxl[b
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Methods: The FHL programme is run by the Soil Conservation Service of Iceland (SCSI) and g
@oli/ g piin e @il8

targets large-scale rangeland restoration, primarily among sheep farmers. The programme
builds on voluntary approaches and uses direct and indirect incentives to motivate its
participants. Farmers who want to participate apply for membership of the SCSI. The SCSI
evaluates the condition of potential restoration areas and decides if they meet requirements.
Each participant receives, annually, a fixed subsidy to purchase fertilizer and if needed,
commercial grass seeds. Participants in the FHL project are visited approximately biannually
by a regional SCSI advisor that estimates the restoration progress, discusses next steps and
consults the participants on rangeland management related issues. Usually, each restoration
area is treated for a couple of years before it is considered to have passed the first level of
the restoration process. The restoration areas are mapped, and based on the maps
participants asked to make a 3-5 year long implementation plan.

Role of stakeholders: As land stewardship plays a vital role in this programme, the role of the
primary stakeholders (the farmers) is fundamental. They indeed drive the programme,
although they get professional guidance and support from the extension offices of the SCSI.
They are responsible for all implementation and land management on a local scale, within
their own holdings.

Other important information: no further information
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The Approach focused mainly on SLM with other activities (rangeland restoration, sustainable land management, participatory approaches,
stakeholder involvement)

To improve the ecological condition of the degraded rangelands for future generations. To facilitate behavioral changes toward more
sustainable rangeland management.
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The SLM Approach addressed the following problems: The main problems to be addressed by the approach were severe soil and vegetation
degradation that substantially reduced biomass productivity, lack of financial support and local advisory system
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o ausall /axslaidl/ arcloiz VI pattllg ulaoll: Treatment through the SLM Approach:

o adladl wleazdlg 5,lg0ll Wl Jgsegll/ ,94i: the approach provides subsidies to participants Treatment through the SLM Approach:

o siluwawgall ,UVI: Establishment of extension offices that provide advisory service on restoration and SLM technologies and approaches,
free of charge to all land users. Treatment through the SLM Approach:
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o uall pcull ] Jguoolly (ol , W aolasiall 6,11 Jo> as ,=all: Establishment of extension offices that provide advisory service on
restoration and SLM technologies and approaches, free of charge to all land users. Treatment through the SLM Approach:
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Researchers management and the importance of merging local and external
wl)go knowledge to secure more effective long-term social-ecological
local advisors that progress.

visit/contact all participants
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Advisory service is very adequate to ensure the continuation of land conservation activities
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bio-physical aspects were regular monitored by project staff through observations; indicators: visual estimation bio-physical aspects were ad
hoc monitored by other through measurements; indicators: Researchers of the SCSI technical aspects were ad hoc monitored by project staff
through observations; indicators: Researchers in collaboration with the SCSI socio-cultural aspects were ad hoc monitored by other through
measurements; indicators: Researchers in collaboration with the SCSI economic / production aspects were ad hoc monitored by other through
observations area treated aspects were monitored by project staff through observations There were no changes in the Approach as a result of
monitoring and evaluation There were few changes in the Technology as a result of monitoring and evaluation: Reduced amount of fertilizer and
seed when restoration areas are treated
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Research was carried out both on station and on-farm
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county, municipality, village etc):
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well-being and livelihoods improvement
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e Builds up trust between farmers and governmental officials. claidl @y, Siloglaoll auand s Il u,,[,u.,w O ot ’i
Awareness raising and can facilitate discussions on improved Leuds
rangeland management e governement pays the most awareness rising farmers to restore
the land

e government has to trust that the farmer is doing the job checking
in the field (but number of used material difficult to count
afterwards und the right time in the spring)
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https://qcat.wocat.net/ar/wocat/approaches/view/approaches_2599/
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Technologies: Fertilizing and re-seeding degraded rangelands https://qcat.wocat.net/ar/wocat/technologies/view/technologies_1261/
e Soil Conservation Service of Iceland (Soil Conservation Service of Iceland) - [FRTIN
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This work is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareaAlike 4.0
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