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Participants in a farmers' training of trainers-group work on nutrient (Basu Dev Regmi)

Farmer field schools on integrated plant nutrient systems (cul2)

Krishak Pathsala (Nepali)
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Participatory and collaborative learning through the farmer field school approach

There are different ways of carrying out agricultural extension. Farmer field schools represent
a participatory approach that directly reaches farmers and addresses their day-to-day
problems. The concept of farmer field schools builds on the belief that farmers are the main
source of knowledge and experience in carrying out farm operations, in contrast to
conventional top-down approaches that place most value on scientists' findings. The term
‘farmer field schools' came from the Indonesian expression 'sekolah lapangan' which means
'field school'. It is a group based learning approach, which brings together concepts and
method of agro-ecology, experiential education, and community development. The first field
schools were established in 1989 in central Java when 50 plant protection officers tested and
developed field training methods as part of an integrated pest management (IPM) training of
trainers course. Two hundred field schools were established in that season involving 5,000
farmers. The following season, in 1990, an additional 45,000 farmers joined field schools run
by 450 crop protection officers.

The same approach is being used in Nepal's integrated pest management programme. Several
consultation meetings and workshops were held at national level to put the integrated
nutrient management concept into practice. These meetings led to farmer field schools being
recognised as an appropriate approach for putting this concept into practice. The approach
was piloted in 2000 and 2001 and fully initiated in 2002 when 32 farmer field schools were
run with support from SSMP. As far as SSMP knows, farmer field schools on integrated plant
nutrient systems have been run since SSMP's involvement. The Government of Nepal's
National Fertiliser Policy now recognises integrated plant nutrient systems as a concept to
improve the efficient use of different nutrient inputs, and farmer field schools as an
appropriate technology and extension approach for soil and plant nutrient management in
Nepal. So far some 226 farmer field schools have been run in Nepal on integrated plant
nutrient systems reaching more than 5,000 households.
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Farmers observing a caulifl ower plot during a regular farmer field school session (Steffen Schulz)
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Transfer of technology to farmers on soil and plant nutrition management. Empowerment of farmers. Production of healthy crops without
negative environmental effects.

The SLM Approach addressed the following problems: Lack of effective and efficient ways of transferring technologies to farmers. Conventional
approach of technology transfer, where farmers are believed to have poor knowledge and skills. Farmers are always perceived as a recipient of
technology and knowledge
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Farmer field schools are usually facilitated by a field staff member of a collaborating institution and
funded by SSMP. The facilitators are supported technically by the regional soil testing
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SSMP. The major aim of this approach is to build local

nauiionaw waz Juciudy

socio-cultural aspects were regular monitored through observations; indicators: status bio-physical aspects were regular monitored through
measurements; indicators: nitrate, nitrogen, pH, organic matter, P and K, yield measurements technical aspects were regular monitored through
observations; indicators: cash income economic / production aspects were regular monitored through observations
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Precise annual budget: n.a.

Approach costs were met by the
following donors: local
government (district, county,
municipality, village etc)
(participants): 20.0%; other
(development project): 80.0%
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Attendance at farmer field schools has led to many farmers adopting practices that have improved the fertility status
of their soils and have increased crop productivity. Most of these farmers have realised the need for the judicious use

of local and external resources to increase crop production
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Capacity remains at the local level so that farmers are able to run
farmer field schools themselves.
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e Farmers are the source of knowledge; farmers adopt technologies
based on their context (How to sustain/ enhance this strength:
Involve farmers in a more participatory way)

e Participatory approach

e Farmers decide the pace of implementation and what should be
done

e The schools stress the importance of using local resources to
reduce dependency on external resources

e Increased effi ciency and effectiveness of local resources use
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e Farmer field schools need time and their costs are higher than
other similar approaches
e Non-technical staff are often involved in carrying out farmer field
schools Ensure capacity building and regular sharing forums
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