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Financial aid of the government to land users to compensate for loss of financial
output of crops.

Aims / objectives: The main aim is to maintain agriculture and its production of goods.
Because of the small amount of financial output for a land user and its products in
Switzerland, there are direct payments to the land user paid per area size. These payments
are substantial for every land user but especially in mountain regions of Switzerland to
compensate land users for their work for nature and environment. Another goal is to keep the
nutrient security of Switzerland alive. This goal can only be reached by supplementary
payments in order to produce agricultural goods competitively.

Methods: Direct payments mean financial sums paid to a land user per area size. They differ
from position of the field. A land user must apply for the direct payments in autumn. During
winter the land user must mark his fields and their use online. Payments are reached three
times during the following year: in June, autumn and winter.

Sunaudi: Frienisberg, Bern, sz3nc8uay

Stages of implementation: The beginning of direct payments is in the 1980s when there were

payments for livestock owners. Before there were never direct financial payments to land navdincdondiuii 6iyFEyunagy HFan
users but the agricultural products were financed by the government itself and land users got e 7.82282,47.04757

a fixed price for their products. 1989 land users got direct payments for the first time under . ae o

the programs IP Suisse and OLN. Today payments are calculated by area size. duuicaweu: 1989

Role of stakeholders: The direct payment system is mainly a political issue. Politicians make

deagnauSuga: n.a.
budgets for the total amount of direct payments each year. Moreover, they can make new 9 ®

rules and obligations for land users. The land user must always adopt himself and his Jzcwnesgcuomag

technology and crop rotation to these changes. This can be very difficult. Land users are Bucdey / Hegfu

represented by their unions but there is no space for individual opinions or direct nauldu wae tudzcnn Reyauua / veSanzha
participation in the system. waptila)nay / wesugau
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The Approach focused mainly on SLM with other activities (Maintenance of a good financial situation for Swiss land users)

The system wants to support Swiss Agriculture on a financial basis. Because agricultural products are produced under swiss conditions regarding
wages, soil prices etc. the products can not compete against other products from abroad. The direct payments close the gap between the
theoretical value of a product and its end price in stores.

The SLM Approach addressed the following problems: The system of direct payments gives wrong appeals to the land users. Because payments
are made by area size land users want to expand their farm size even more. But there is also more work to do if a farm is bigger. The system
also provokes cultivation of fields that are at risk for erosion or other consequences because it does not differ from fields that are at risk and
fields that are not. It is only the size that matters.
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o Jnoaugauan / c8acfjgSvwsuansuiiaunaucdu was naudSnau: Rentability of conservational agriculture and its technologies were
often discussed because there may be losses at the beginning. Treatment through the SLM Approach: Because of financial payments losses
of financial capital can be compensated.
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Art. 104 BV
Organisation chart for direct payments Sichere Versorgung
Pflege der Kulturlandschaft
Erhaltung der natiirlichen Lebensgrundlagen
Dezentrale Besiedlung des Landes
Férderung besonders naturnaher, umwelt- und tierfreundlicher Produktionsformen
Ubergangsbeitrige
Sicherstellung einer sozialvertraglichen Entwicklung

Kulturland- Versorgungs- Biodiversitats- Landschafts- Produktions-
schaftsheitrige  sicherheits- beitrage qualitats- systembeitrage
« Offenhaltung beitrige + Erhaltung und beitrage « Forderung

durch flachen- « Erhaltung Forderung der - Erhaltung, besonders

deckende Produktions- Arten- und Forderung und naturnaher,

Bewirtschaftung kapazitat Lebensraum- Weiterentwick- umwelt- und
« Ausgleich - Ausgleich vielfalt lung vielfaltiger tierfreundlicher

Erschwernis Erschwernis Landschaften Produktions-
« Forderung der + Farderung formen

Sommerung Ackerbau und

wichtige
Einzelkulturen
Nachhaltige Nutzung der natiirlichen Ressourcen

Strukturelle und soziale Eintretens- und Begrenzungskriterien
tf2gu: BLW
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““';‘J’:":'t?f”nsagsf’“ﬂqu” g;z%inma'aj There was also an overthinking on the side of land users. Some of
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/| z.ujzﬁn?qnmnammqu / 8nsn Sefigovfinas) them did not change enwrpnmentally good technologies after there
negUsgU were less payments for this technology because they saw the
gingo advantages of their technology. However, without a financial support

at the beginning they would not have implemented new technologies.
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o . o o Advisory service is very adequate to ensure the continuation of land conservation activities
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bio-physical aspects were ad hoc monitored by government through observations; indicators: None socio-cultural aspects were ad hoc monitored
by government through observations; indicators: None economic / production aspects were ad hoc monitored by government through
observations; indicators: None area treated aspects were ad hoc monitored by government through observations; indicators: None no. of land
users involved aspects were ad hoc monitored by government through measurements; indicators: None management of Approach aspects were
ad hoc monitored by None through observations; indicators: None There were few changes in the Approach as a result of monitoring and
evaluation: None There were few changes in the Technology as a result of monitoring and evaluation: None
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Research was carried out on station
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< 2,000 Approach costs were met by the nayszdivgzoy najiaunauciu / gdensy szme)tduninadidy
2,000-10,000 following donors: government nﬂmn?qﬁqcaq
10,000-100,000 Sucgs

(projects): 50.0%; national non-
government (soil support
program): 10.0%; local government
(district, county, municipality,
village etc): 40.0%

100,000-1,000,000
> 1,000,000
Precise annual budget: n.a.
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There are payments for conservational agriculture and technologies. Therefore, SLM is applied there. However, there
are also payments for conventional agriculture and technologies and the attractiveness to change a cultivation system
is not very high.
Did other land users / projects adopt the Approach?

about 97%
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e The payments are a security of income for the land users.
Therefore he continues his production of agricultural products.

099y / St / noawd§): finFsuzyuus) 299dfuatEnty
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e Afixed product price would be the solution to higher payments.

(How to sustain/ enhance this strength: The payment must be
enough high so that it is accurate for the labour and work of a land
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The situation from the beginning of the system was much better.
Product prices must be on a similar level. However, this is not
possible.
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user on the fields. This must also be a point regarding future
payments.)

aoaucSuue): GinFsusyuus) 29jcfdausyuce)

It is a fair system: a land user only gets paid for his work on a
field. (How to sustain/ enhance this strength: A good life for a land
user and his family is possible through the financial aid of the
direct payment system. This must be maintained.)
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e The system provides some dependence for the land user. He can

not produce competitively without supplementary payments. Fair
product prices and competitiveness would be the solution, but
this is impossible to reach.

There are many differences during short time regarding the sum
and conditions of direct payments. A land user has thereby no
chance of adopting himself to the new conditions. Payments must

be stable during a longer time. Only then a land user is able to

change his cultivation system.

e The system leads to wrong cultivation of fields because a land
user wants as much area size as possible. This endangers soil and
can lead to erosion. The system should be reduced to only not-
endangered fields and provide payments for the non-cultivation of

endangered fields.

o) Q
tannsgaugalS)

NIVIJVUIDL Editors

Deborah Niggli David Streiff

Sudiesgnaudz@dia:; june 30, 2015 tuggaaga: july 7, 2017

ynfutisadiiv
Deborah Niggli (deborah.niggli@cde.unibe.ch) - §gJogau faunaviuas) ftvcvududy

naudiveavaauazaja Lunaudyy 299 WOCAT
https://qcat.wocat.net/lo/wocat/approaches/view/approaches_2602/

4 @ 4 s o wo @
SyunaucgsutoiSyunavgunsinauialEcucouiiniy
n.a.

cannsFau cdutadauossnaaugsaantay
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e CDE Centre for Development and Environment (CDE Centre for Development and Environment) - 8z3nc8xay
Yanay

e Preventing and Remediating degradation of soils in Europe through Land Care (EU-RECARE )
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