Ploughed and seeded pasture (Matteo Jucker Riva)

Ploughing and seeding of fodder species to recover degraded grazing areas (80193)

angsNuY

Ploughing and seeding of fodder species to recover old degraded grazing areas and
maintain valuable pastures against shrub encroachment and decrease of palatable
species

The technology consists of seeding pastureland with high palatable species whenever they
are purely represented. In order to ensure a quality grass cover for grazing areas, pastures
are ploughed (removing non-palatable shrubs) and planted with a variety ofgralns i.e. oats,
barley, alfalfa. This operation is periodically repeated (every tree-four years) according to the
state of the grasses.

Purpose of the Technology: Regeneration of degraded pastures

Natural / human environment: The technique is an agronomic measure which is applied to
degraded pastures (often modest areas of pasture land closest to farm sheds and stables).

As to the context of production, it is characterised by a medium level of mechanisation (only
the most demanding operations are carried out using mechanical means), the production
system is essentially mixed, a small part is destined for personal consumption whilst the bulk
of production is destined for local markets. The property is ?redominantci/ privately owned
but also includes some public land, especially in the case of pasture land. Most farms in the
area are livestock farms whilst the agricultural component is destined exclusively for private
consumption.
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1. Ploughing with machinery and add fertilizer if needed (] asz[] ag®aaufINovember/ from each year to every 5-8 years)
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The most determinate factor affecting costs of the technique is the
availability of equipment for spreading. The largest farms buy the
equipment spending from 35,000 to 40,000 euro depending on the
machines’ working capacities. The smaller farms (which represent
the vast majority) rent this equipment at a cost of around €50 an
hour.
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2. Seeding (J avz[] agwmaaufiiNovember/ from each year to every 5-8 years)

daxanacSaunavialiy caz g4

B & fiudutigulio ..% 383?57}11
azy Jaa dacSa Wanavwszda dlovios dJudway dioviow | ‘“;‘a ‘:I’E:‘:: mag;%%‘f;’;
(euro) eyu5a (euro) Angcay
wSggu
Seeding |ha | 1.0 | 54.05 | 54.05 100.0
9dunay
Ploughing with machinery and add fertilizer if needed |ha | 1.0 | 270.27 | 270.27 100.0
Sauqlunaugn
Seeds [ha | 1.0 | 202.7 202.7 100.0
FuGutiguin Wnauialigdu@itio ciintutad 527.02
afl] BRbay] B sAbunausmfa ] v dtssniyF aaa 712.19

faaznadng)Snga

1. Ploughing with machinery and add fertilizer if needed (0 asz[] agwaaufINovember/ from each year to every 5-8 years)
2. Seeding (0 avz ogwaaufiiNovember/ from each year to every 5-8 years)
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e The technology can improve very degraded pastureland but is not
very useful when the pasture is only partly degraded

How can they be sustained / enhanced? In order to increase the
technology supports to machinery use should be provided, since
they are the main relevant cost/barrier to adopt the technology.
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e The technology can improve productivity and help restore the
most valuable pastures, especially those situated near the animal
housing structures

How can they be sustained / enhanced? Subsidies where available
in the past but didn't prove effective or beneficial.
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e High cost of machinery/equipment and their difficult use in tough
environmental conditions (stony lands and steep slopes).
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e Removing soil surfaces in order to seed the lands can create
condition for soil degradation if not performed adequately

Increasing farmers awareness and skills for good agricultural

practices
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