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Sheep grazing in a paddock (Paul Kahiga)
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Rotational grazing is a process whereby livestock are strategically moved to fresh i
paddocks, or partitioned pasture areas, to allow vegetation in previously grazed
pastures to regenerate.

Mbeere South District is relatively dry and farmers have large chunks of land as compared to
the Embu North District within the same county. Grazing is done on rotation from one piece
of land to another depending on grass availability. Animals are either left to graze freely
within the paddock or tethered depending on availability of laborer. In Mbeere South District,
when the grass in paddocks gets exhausted, animals are fed on dry maize stalked harvested
on the previous seasons. The dry maize stalks (fodder) is usually stored on a raised
nest/perch where its covered from rain and sun.

Purpose of the Technology: Using this method cattle are concentrated on a smaller area of
the pasture for a few days then moved to another section of pasture. This movement allows
the grazed paddock a rest period that permits forages to initiate regrowth, renew
carbohydrate stores, and improve yield and persistence.

Establishment / maintenance activities and inputs: When the animals have been shifted to - ‘
the next paddock, this will allow grass and shrub to grow naturally and at the same time, the Fenaudi: Mbere South District, Eastern
farmers are able to do repair of fence and hedge. Province, thuga '

Natural / human environment: When utilized properly, rotational grazing can help farmers

increase forage productivity. Rotational grazing can heIF) improve productivity, weight gain or A0V LUt {ﬁ‘zg cintutad) EScaay:
milk production per acre, and overall net return to the farm. Rotational grazing allows for

better manure distribution that acts as a source of nutrients to the soil. Rotational grazing naudiacdanaui Gi8)FEyunagyigaa
also has the potential to reduce machinery cost, fuel, supplemental feeding and the amount e 37.79466, -0.5747

of forage wasted.
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Sheep grazing in a paddock (Paul Kahiga (8444-00300 Nairobi Kenya))
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The technical drawing on the left shows a typical rotational grazing

system. The animals are moved from one paddocks to the next on
rotational basis.

<

Location: Mbeere South District. Eastern Province
Date: 30.11.2016

Technical knowledge required for field staff / advisors: low o
Technical knowledge required for land users: moderate f?}?f

Main technical functions: Allows for regeneration of pasture
Secondary technical functions: increase in nutrient availability (supply,
recycling,...)

Drawn by: D.Kasena
Checked by: P.Kahiga
Dept: JKUAT-SWEED

Change of land use practices / intensity level: Grazingin a particular
paddock for sometime before moving the livestock in another paddock.
Major change in timing of activities: Rotational grazing

Author: Paul Kahiga, 8444-00300 Nairobi, Kenya
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e &a[] BAD Bhe: The most determining factors of this technology is labour and initial
° szﬁjm?juﬁ[l ERSunavén[ BAJ Bfe: Kshs cost of constructing the paddocks and the overall maintenance.
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1. Fencing (0 avzctaad eaaufifinitial stage)

2. Clearing the bushes ([J awztaad aaaugfinitial stage)

3. Building the watering troughs and feeding points ([] avztaad aaaudiinitial stages)
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1. Repairing of the fence (J avztoad aaauflwhen the livestock have moved to other paddocks)
2. Repairing the watering points and feeding troughs ([] agztaad aaaugfiwhen the livestock have moved to other paddocks)
3. Moving the livestock to the subsequent paddocks ([ awztaad aaaufflany time of shift)
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Animals are restricted and don't go to neighbours land
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Improved livelihoods and human

well-being decreased v
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increased

Farmers have benefited from enhanced animal production
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e Inrotational grazing, there is increase in forage production.

A well-managed rotational grazing system has low pasture weed
establishment, majority of niches are already filled with
established forage species.

Spreading of manure around the whole pasture land
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e Inrotational grazing, there is need for more fence to be
constructed Construction of temporary fences that can be moved
when need arises
e More time is required to move the livestock from one paddock to
the next one. Adherence to the time schedules
e Inrotational grazing, there is a need to have water and access to
shade from each smaller paddock. The watering points can be
automated
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