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Hillside terraces. Spacing between trees is 2m, and the vertical interval between terraces also 2 m. The area between two terraces is
undisturbed and used for forage production. (In: Soil conservation in Ethiopia, CFSCDD 1986) (Joerg Wetzel, SCRP)

Hillside Terracing (8@\acdey)
Yegara irken (Amharic), Kenetawi metrebawi zala (Tigrigna)

afgsNuagy
A hillside terrace is a structure along the contour, where a strip of land is levelled for
tree planting.

Hillside terraces are up to 1 metre wide and constructed at about 2-5 m vertical inteals.
Hillside terraces should only be applied if there is a strong necessity of erosion control and/or
water conservatlonJustlf%mgthelr construction. In Ethiopia and Eritrea, they have been
mainly applied in the highlands, although the area of their appllcablllty would be rather in the
drier and lower lying agrocl|mat|c zones. Slope range is 50-100%, soil range particularly on
eavily degraded [and. Hillside terraces are mainly used to prevent damage of flooding the
area below steep slopes.

Hillside terraces help retain runoff and sediment on steep sloping land and to accommodate
tree seedlings to be planted on them. They are also effective on badlands and in areas with
low rainfall to conserve water. Hillside terraces are usually combined with area closure
(against grazing). Little materials are needed for their construction: Line levels, digging
instruments, stones, and other materials as needed for combined measures. Little
management is needed for their maintenance, except for taking care of the tees planted, and
for correcting damage that may be caused by livestock grazing.
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Cross section (Hans Hurni (Berne, Switzerland))
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Hillside terrace cross-section. Linied out along the contour, vertical

interval between two terraces 2-5 m. (In: Soil Conservation in Ethiopia.

CFSCDD, 1986)
Technical knowledge required for field staff / advisors: moderate
Technical knowledge required for land users: low

Main technical functions: reduction of slope angle, increase of
infiltration, water harvesting / increase water supply

Secondary technical functions: reduction of slope length, improvement
of ground cover, increase of surface roughness, increase / maintain
water stored in soil

Trees/ shrubs species: Eucalyptus, Cupressus, Juniperus

Construction material (stone): Cut and fill with stone wall in front
Lateral gradient along the structure: 0%

For water harvesting: the ratio between the area where the harvested
water is applied and the total area from which water is collected is:
1:10

Change of land use type: closed area

Other type of management: livestock management - prevention of
grazing, cut and ary system

- Cross-section:

Backslope in dry areas
Riser with stones

Uptol m
Vertical 0z
interval
2-5m

R
Author: Joerg Wetzel, SCRP
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3. Construction ([J auzcaad aaﬂuﬁ[ldry season)

4, Planting (0 awztaad aaaudfibeginning of rainy season)

5. Community guarding of closed areas ([ avztaad aaautiannual)

finasnagagySnga
1. Weeding (0 avztaad eaaufifrainy season /each cropping season)
2. Control of grazing ([ avzcoad aaauiialways/annual)

JatatigadugaiFyFunsiivanalZany
Slope, soil condition, length of terrace per hectare.

3. Care taking of seedlings ([ auztaad eaauffrainy season/each cropping season)
4. communty guarding of closed areas ([J auztaad aaﬂuﬁ[lcontinuos / annual)
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SyvancwasnJofivIsuausanan
Annual rainfall: Also 1000-1500 mm
Semi arid: Too little rainfall
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