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Farmer mixing compost. (Pranode Somchaiyaphum)

Strengthening Farmers' Self-Grouping Participation in Organic Rice Production (t)
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A group of 253 farmers have participated in organic rice production covering an area
of 6,000 rai (960 ha) since 1989. The organic rice has been certified as meeting the
standards of OACT and IFOAM; more than 3,000 tons/yr have been exported.

The distinctive character of this farmers’ group is the production of organic crops by using
organic fertilizers from agricultural by-products and residues from organic-fermented liquid
kitchen wastes and green manure. The group has been successfully supported by private and
public organizations. The main objectives are to produce organic rice for export for higher
income, with the aim of better health for farmers and consumers - through avoiding
agricultural chemical residues. The establishment of a learning and training center has been
an important tool to scale-up and scale-out the activities; the certification of the products has
been necessary to promote exports. The stages of implementation were as follows: (1)
formulate and prioritize policy and plans by the committee of 20 farmers from the group; (2)
organize meetings for the 253 farmer members to determine rice varieties and after-rice
vegetables; (3) purchase raw materials for making compost from three sources of funds: first
from the group by selling compost to non-members; second through the private export
companies paying a premium of approx. 300,000 THB/yr to the group; and third, government
agencies supporting materials for learning and training. This model of using organic fertilizers
to produce organic crops is being scaled-out to 33 farmer groups in various districts of
Yasothon Province. The main crop is organic rice, which is collected at the center for export.
Implementation includes planting, tending the crop, harvesting, certification, and selling. The
253 farmers in the group produce and sell their own products in the local markets, and to
restaurants and hospitals, while private companies purchase the rice for export. The Land
Development Department provides the knowledge for making compost and organic-fermented
liquid and also distributes green manure seeds and activators of bacteria and fungi for
compost fermentation. The Department of Agricultural Extension provides funding in
establishing the learning and training center and materials used for training. The Agricultural
Cooperatives Promotion Department supports the development of skills in household
accounting. The Department of Groundwater provides groundwater irrigation by drilling wells
30-40 m deep. The Department of Alternative Energy Development and Efficiency provides
solar cells as the source of energy. Private organizations such as OACT and IFOAM certify the
organic food products. The farmer groups are fully satisfied with the quality of their rice
products that meet market demand well, and they get higher incomes as a result. Farmers are
healthier and are safe from agricultural chemical residues; all of them are proud of their
export quality rice products.
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Organic rice products (Yuthasong Namsai)

Rice products (Yuthasong Namsai)

(amagealxuana) xaz naudndnSngasjxanseu

cdavuag / aaduFqdinunavialigdsiiacuonag

1) To promote the use of organic fertilizers to produce rice and other crops.
2) To promote this production system for higher income.

3) To promote the grouping of farmers to improve communities in the sense of being self-reliant.

JautefizsviivgsoyudinauSadigdeitacintutat) SuSunaucuonag

o S9Rw / Sansusma / aansnau cas Quﬁqmqga‘qssmm: Being a society of organic agriculture lifestyle.

o Jnoawudauan / c8acfjgSvwzuansuiiaunauciu caz naudSnau: Farmer groups can support themselves since the leaders are strong so
that the financial agencies trust and are ready to support.

o naundigFryadiu: Both government and private agencies support the marketing aspect, production inputs, production designs and

knowledge transfer.

o nausowd/ naudeIaugaues)efnJoasay: The collaboration and coordination among concerned agencies continuously occur.
¢ nJoRvAnvuay (Faua?E8y, Fana?Eiia): Farmers have legal rights to their lands as title deed, so they get motivation to develop and

maintain their land sustainably.

o wztewuay: The government policies promote organic agriculture.
naudnasyicy (navtindula, naudsiia was Sigiwu): Their lands are categorized as highly suitable for rice planting.
o noaw$noiivnaviuns) Gdvavududy, naucBaciynaussoiivgsoyy nagiauSganau: Land Development Department supports the

knowledge and organic fertilizer inputs.

o Y (?un*mﬁb’nqﬁu, eagwsinasiiv) caz a9na: 1) The Green Net Company has been buying the whole rice yield for packaging. 2)
The provincial commerce agencies support the public relations, budget for showrooms and markets.
agn, InaSgfu: The mill labourers get the dividend.
Sugy: The added values of production are created by making the groups’ trademarks.

HavteRcdagEautdinauindigueitiacintutagd SuSunaucuonag

o Sug): The consumer markets fluctuated.
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i8R Tuiietu / guBuitasty

Members of farmers groups

Produce organic crop

SynauSntiy wae TuguBy

Naso Sub-district Administration Organization

Public relations

d&gozay navuguas) faucuududy / Blnsatay

nsSha Mr. Piyamit Phukongnum, Agricultural Officer Training

© o Researchers from the Government's research -

UNaUaIN . Training
agencies

ggaaqy / insyu / InSnsa University students Farm visit

Synautnily foBuTivdnnzuay

Green Net Organic Company

Purchase products

wancanzgu

Green markets, food stores, restaurants and
modern trade stores

Provide market
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naucduliv / €s)39Ta The group chairman (Mr. Mun Samsee)'s suggestion to recommend the
process of non-chemical agriculture.
NAVI)EIV The chairman and members collaborate to plan the organic fertilizer
production.
navdzBdn The chairman and members produce organic fertilizers together.
fomaunanna / naudzciudu The private company (Thai export company) monitored the quality of
organic rice with emphasis on the preservation of the environment and
the sustainability of the program.
cceyuoanTecca’)
Forming Process of Farmers' Groupin
Flow chart shows the implementation of the o i
approach. u
! U
Administration board Members registration of the farmers' group
[l U
Policy, rules and regulation Setting Development plan for capacity building
U U
[ Compost production process [ Learning and training center
[ Set priority for the purchase of compost 11 yearly forum organization
materials
[ Distritution of compost to members
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Monitoring and evaluation of organic products
and soil improvement
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unt’?“?f”nsaaannaqu” nawesatiang The creation of an organic agriculture network, the markets for export,
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naudSnaunagtinunautdigadnga
The Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives officers recommend and support the knowledge and

WaSunaudSnaumagiiaunay o
production inputs.
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naufionawu was Jeciudu
It is the main goal to obtain the organic agriculture standard certifications.
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The government agencies, university students and private development organizations collaborate in
research and apply to implementation.

Judswavdzaad Wwinasna naufunsditucoududy ficdy  navdSnau § Fgnsangnd GagT ciutiizzoustaudiin
Funucjutoan 2BHaucay
< 2,000 The working capital in naygsdiugzoyy najiaunaucdy / gUeney seoue)tdundiadity
2,000-10,000 organisation, supporting funds mni]mn‘fqﬁqcéq
10,000-100,000 from government agencies and Sucde

100,000-1,000,000
> 1,000,000
Precise annual budget: n.a.
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The government agencies supported production inputs. The Rak Thammachat Club (Naso Rice Farmers Group) support labour wages.
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Self-wages (non-cash labour)

guznau: tiis)fivn

Packaging factory, seed and contamination screening machine

guznsy: fegfvin: (fiegd

nedha: wuoadiy, chudiy

Yasothon Land Development Station supports green manure seeds, barrels (for bio-fermented liquid) and molasses.
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(Jaw'te: Interest rate is 5-7% on average.

dzouggFucge: Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives, Krung Thai bank.
¢§tiSuSuiBe: Rak Thammachat Club (Naso Rice Farmers Group)

FanzgngngSuy

The farmer groups determine clearly the trade prices for organic rice.

naudraazdunsiiy €az SsUaIU

FunsiivesgnavnalZcuonag

og a
EE
BI B
Y =R=N=)
Stinag googn GiaTERGube)fy, Tunavtuy) nauBsousou eeifiingoBey o7
The farmers could support themselves by making compost in the community.
naudatE Stmag fgnaol savancddugnnau fezdivazmy (Hnauln§ulatbd?
The Rak Thammachat Club has experts to recommend the production and market.
nayAnligdsitn Stinag SavangouiiatEity tunavAntipefitin caz dagiSnsa dintulad navguas) Htucvududytho?
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The group consulted and encouraged the exchange of knowledge among members.
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naudats Stimag savanduyy navdeganlay caz datEaae navindisfito HluzSafiuay 2egnavfuas) ftucvudndytl
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There were meetings continuously to offer comments on development and improvement of the operation of the group.
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This farmer group aims to produce organic rice warranting the standard
certification by both domestic and foreign organizations. The group has
been strengthened and has obtained the clear administration
principles. The private export companies pay a premium of approx.
300,000 THB/yr to the group; Green Net Cooperative.

fossgu was HosJuditEsSy

noaucBuue): finFeusyuus) 29)ifualEnay

e The government agencies continuously supports the production
inputs.

e The organic agriculture system can preserve the environment.

e The agricultural production attained high quality and could
promote public health.

e This approach could create the added values to rice production.
The community has become conscientious.

aoawucduce): GinFsusyuus) 29)ifdsusyucs)

e The group leaders have been strengthened through training by
government agencies, allowing them to lead the group members
and enabling others to succeed in organic farming.

e The group consults and encourages an exchange of knowledge
among members.

e There have been meetings continuously to offer any comments on
development and improvement of the operation of the group.

e The group members can support themselves and produce the best
quality rice.

There has been a continued integration between various agencies.
The organic farming has helped in making farmers’ health better,
with better environment and more secure food availability.
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e The members are still concentrated in Naso Sub-district area.

More networks have been created.

a099y / .3 / 00§y hinFsusyuus) e9jifdsvsyy
cagd3tinauccitacvala
e The intervention of government policies affected with the result
that some members have withdrawn. Suggestion has been to
create awareness amongst the members of the importance in
adhering to organic farming.
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Yutthasong Namsai (Yuthasong2559@gmail.com) - ggJagay Haunavgues) flvcvududy

Kanyaporn Sangkeaw (Kanyaporn8488@gmail.com) - f&Jagau Haunavguas) fitucvudui

Kanokwan Hansugjaijareon (Kanokwanhans@gmail.com) - §f§Jagau taunav§uas) fiducvududy

Putchanee Kaoya (putchanee99@gmail.com) - ggJogau faunaviuas) ftvcvudud
Somsri Arunin (ssarunin@gmail.com) - national consultant

naudivoavaauazaja Lunaudyy 299 WOCAT
https://qcat.wocat.net/lo/wocat/approaches/view/approaches_4201/
38Ya: https://player.vimeo.com/video/303485529

SyunaucdsutogZyunauiunsgnaunatEivcuududy
n.a.

cannzgau clutisauosnoaudsnontog

Szqady
e Land Development Department LDD (Land Development Department LDD) - t&
Yagnay
e Decision Support for Mainstreaming and Scaling out Sustainable Land Management (GEF-FAO / DS-SLM)

naudagSqtiTasiu
e Organic fertilizer, production, using, and quality. Department of Agriculture. 2005. ISBN 974-436-479-3:
http://aglib.doa.go.th/lib/images/Downloads/2549/EB00280.pdf

c3autegiiv Byunagy tinJoSagnd
e Na-So; This video presents the compost production including the steps of compost making and the place where to apply (especially rice,
vegetable, fruit).: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEbrKL8Zdok&feature=youtu.be
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