Goats tethered for animal manure (Issa Aiga)

Small ruminant management for manure production (goats) (afua1)
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Local goat breeds housed in a shed to generate manure for annual and perennial
cropland.

Small ruminants (goats) produce significant quantities of nutrient rich manure, which is useful
for replenishing soil fertility for crop production. In Northern Uganda, this technology involves
several %oats, raised in a shade constructed often of wooden materials. An average shade
covers about 10 m by 2.5 m, and raised up to 0.5 m off the iground to protect the ruminants
from vermin such as snakes and rats, as well as rainwater flooding. The ground floor may be
cemented so that the droppings are kept free from mixing with other pesticides and various
chemicals used to control external parasites that may contaminate the manure. The
droppings generated by the animals are collected from underneath the shade and heaped in
a pit for composting. The pit is covered for about two weeks using a grass and soil or
polythene paper. After this period, the compost manure is mature and is ready for application
in the fields to increase production. Because this technology involves goats, it is relatively
easier and cheaper to maintain than the case of cattle in terms of feeding and maintenance.
Besides, it is more efficient in providing manure for soil fertility improvement since the
droppings generated by the animals are collected from underneath the shade and heaped in
a pit for composting and collected over time. Moreover, the demand for goat meat is often
high, thus its price remains steadily high during the year. To be able to manage this
technology and to achieve desired benefits, the farmer must keep in contact with the
extension worker for veterinary services because goat diseases are ramFant in the region and
vary from simple skin ailments, diarrhoea to severe conditions causing, loss of weight,
abortion and death. The most common infections include; Scours that are more common in
young goats and dirty pens caused b?/ bacteria, coccidia, worms or even showing the following
signs; loss of alppetite, diarrhoea (yellow to red discoloration), pasting of faeces under and
around the tail, loss of weight and high temperature. Goats are well known for their strength
and resilience to diseases. However, this does not necessarily mean that they are never
affected. This often accounts for a substantial part of the cost of production.
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Photo of small ruminants (goats) in a shade. (Issa Aliga)
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Balanced at the time of establishment and positive within 1-2 years and more.
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e Relatively cheap because it uses locally available materials and e Susceptible to thieves. Provide security to guard against thieves.
labour.
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e The technology is susceptible to diseases if not managed well.
This may result to deaths. Attend to the technology on a daily
oud e ruaduacgsiusiuviavmnsaudug basis by cleaning the house shade and treating diseases.
e Goats are on demand and income is guaranteed once the farmer
has his ruminants ready for sale each goes to 100,000-200,000
UGX equivalent to 26.5- 57 Unites states dollars depending on the
size.
e Small ruminant manure is good at improving soil fertility and is
nutritious and increase crop yields significantly.
e Small ruminant requires medical/ veterinary attention which are
readily available at sub-county level.
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e Does not require expensive maintenance costs in terms of labour.
e Special skills are required for management and maintenance. The
land user can even use family labour.
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e Scaling-up SLM practices by smallholder farmers (IFAD)
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