Farmer exblaining to his neighbouring farmers the importance of the use of farmyard manure and mulching as source of crop nutrients,
specifically on banana. (Kagabo Desire and Ngenzi Guy, RAB)

Spontaneous farmer to farmer adoption (5Yuf")
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Diffusion of sustainable land management technologies through an effective farmer- :
to-farmer diffusion approach
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Aims / objectives: Knowledge sharing through observation and experiments of self motivated
individual farmers. The spillover of a technology/practice among farmers is simply motivated
by good yield and other production factors of the technologies.

Methods: Farmer to farmer learning and adoption of new products/technology

Stages of implementation: Existing of best and new technologies, curiosity of farmers about
the new product, experiment of the new products and adoption.
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Farmer explaining to his neighbouring farmers the importance of the use of farmyard manure and mulching as source of crop nutrients,
specifically on banana. (Kagabo Desire (RAB))
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The Approach focused mainly on SLM with other activities (maintenance of soil moisture and soil fertility)

Learning from others' experiences.

The SLM Approach addressed the following problems: Low productivity of lands due to poor management of soil and low/none use of agricultural
inputs. In addition, the problem is aggravated by inadequate soil erosion control measures.
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o sl linIan1sudinGeumndonisiduasiidnns: Lack of resources especially for soil erosion technologies that require heavy investments and
mobilization of all stakeholders Treatment through the SLM Approach: Government support is required.
o AaufiAuafu SLM nmadirFonsaiuayudumaila: Soil fertility decline and soil degradation due to a lack of knowledge and resource in soil
fertility management and on a better agriculture practice in banana field. Treatment through the SLM Approach: Creation of Innovation
Platforms, watershed management committees, etc.
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Innovative land users make a promotion of a
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Farmers explains each other about a technology
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N15500 SUONUSan150680] @ Individual farmers by simple observation of what is happening in the
neighborhood.

N1531800 WU Individual initiative and this starts by curiosity and awareness. A self
motivated farmer approaches the owner of promising agricultural
technologies/practices for more details.
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soil moisture conservation and soil fertility improvement
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n'ﬁ"lﬁmuuuﬂ'lqnﬁn'ﬂu Name of method used for advisory service: Extension; Key elements: farmer to farmer exchange visit
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NOOROUA0AN2S Advisory service is very adequate to ensure the continuation of land conservation activities; the impact of

the technology on production is very high.
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Economic / production aspects were ad hoc monitored by land users through observations; indicators: Farmers observed that the yield increases
due to the technology Area treated aspects were ad hoc monitored by government through observations No. of land users involved aspects were
ad hoc monitored by land users through measurements There were no changes in the Approach as a result of monitoring and evaluation There
were no changes in the Technology as a result of monitoring and evaluation
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Most of farmlands in the area and its surrounding have adopted the technology which highly reduced the soil erosion
hence the increase of crop yield (probably due to the increasing of soil organic matter content).
Did the Approach lead to improved livelihoods / human well-being?
The approach helped to rapidly adopt the technology which in return improved the crop yield. Due to the efficiency of
mulching in reducing soil erosion, the sustainability of land management has improved as a result.
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Yes because farmers explain by their own to other farmers which
facilitate the spreading of any technology quickly
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e This approach can carry messages and content on other subjects

than S.L.M. only (How to sustain/ enhance this strength: promote qm‘iauﬂﬂ’mﬁu/mqmﬁm: ﬁﬁuﬂﬁ'uaaﬁsquswnﬁﬁmmnmuﬁu']
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the approach as a general grassroots-based extension approach) - T
e some farmers are resilient to help other sensitization and
1
WL ﬁﬁunmaaﬁswsaun%a%wmnsnuﬁuq involvement of those resilient farmers in local decision making.

e Both the service provider and the demand groups are local
farmers; this approach therefore directly benefits only the local
farming community (How to sustain/ enhance this strength:
sensitization )

e Technologies adopted through farmer-to-farmer diffusion are likely
to be more stable and sustainable because innovative farmers
will only disseminate successful technologies (How to sustain/
enhance this strength: sensitization )
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e Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) - alia1al]

e Rwanda Agriculture Board (Rwanda Agriculture Board) - sTuan
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e The Transboundary Agro-ecosystem Management Project for the Kagera River Basin (GEF-FAO / Kagera TAMP )
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