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Trunk of a newly harvested banana left standing beside a follower plant which upon decay will provide moisture and nutrient to it. (Henry
Apolinares)

In "situ" Decomposition of Banana Stalk (FE/2E)
"Palata System"

+H-
Leaving the trunk of a newly harvested banana standing beside a follower plant to
provide nutrients and moisture especially during period of drought.

Traditionallg, banana is cut at the base (ﬁround level) during harvesting and the stem is used
as mulch. This has been the practice of the banana plantations for many years. Latel
however, it was found out by research that by leaving the trunk standing beside a follower
Elant, yield could be improved because the trunk contains nutrients and moisture which could
e used by the succeeding plants. The banana crown is cut just below the fruit and the leaves
used as mulch. After a few months the trunk disintegrates and decomposes and the follower

plants grow unimpeded utilizing the nutrients and moisture contained in the decomposing
trunk..
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Trunk of a newly harvested banana left standing beside a follower plant which upon decay will provide moisture and nutrient to it. (Henry

Apolinares)
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e Improoving yield by leaving the trunk of a harvested plant stand :\% %%

beside a follower plant
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Date: 9-15-2006
Technical knowledge required for field staff / advisors: low
Technical knowledge required for land users: low

Main technical functions: increase / maintain water stored in soil,
increase in soil fertility

Manure / compost / residues

Material/ species: trunk of harvested banana
Quantity/ density: 2,200 plan

Remarks: In rows

Author: Jose D. Rondal
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